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Quirin Schiermeier
Arctic stations need human touch projects and ultimately reverse the current exodus of bright students from the region to Europe and the United States. "It's an idea whose time has come, " says Abdelwahab El-Affendi, a political scientist at the University of Westminster in London who attended the Doha meeting. "There are large numbers of Arab expatriate scholars, who are good in their own areas, but their talents are not being used to advance research in the Arab world. "
One potentially divisive issue concerns the involvement of the region's research powerhouse: Israel. Delegates at the meeting said that they were keen to collaborate with Israeli colleagues, but that they did not know whether that could happen before peace was reached with the Palestinians. "I don't think that Israelis can be involved at this juncture, " says El-Affendi. "We have to wait for a genuine peace process. " ■ Jim Giles "It's just a terrible mess if there is no human around who can go out and check the equipment."
